
  
 

  

Governor Northam Announces Face 
Cover Requirement 

 

Sent: May 28, 2020 
 

Governor Northam issued Executive Order Sixty-Three requiring 
Virginians to wear face covers in public indoor settings to help contain 
the spread of COVID-19. A face covering includes anything that 
covers your nose and mouth, such as a mask, scarf, or bandana.  

 

Please note that per Loudoun's Health Department Director, 
this Executive Order will be enforced by the VA Department 
of Health, and SHOULD NOT be enforced by local Health 
Departments or local law enforcement. Anyone with concerns 
regarding non-compliance should call the VA Department of 
Health's call center at: 1-877-ASK-VDH3  

 

See below for the Governor's full press release.  
 

 

 

  



From the Office of Governor 
Northam 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
 

RICHMOND—Governor Ralph 
Northam today signed Executive 
Order Sixty-Three, requiring 
Virginians to wear face coverings 
in public indoor settings to help 
contain the spread of the novel 

coronavirus. The Governor also directed the Department of Labor and 
Industry to develop emergency temporary standards to prevent 
workplace exposure to COVID-19.  
  

Governor Northam also signed an amended Executive Order Fifty-
One, extending Virginia’s state of emergency declaration. 
  

The new executive order supports previous actions the Governor has 
taken to respond to COVID-19 in Virginia, and ensures workers and 
consumers are protected as the Commonwealth gradually eases 
public health restrictions. The Governor’s statewide requirement for 
wearing face coverings is grounded in science and data, including 
recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
that individuals should wear face coverings in public settings. Face 
coverings do not take the place of public health guidelines to maintain 
six feet of physical distancing, increase cleaning and sanitation, and 
wash hands regularly.  

  

“We are making progress to contain the spread of the COVID-19 and 
now is not the time for Virginians to get complacent,” said Governor 
Northam. “Science shows that face coverings are an effective way to 
prevent transmission of the virus, but wearing them is also a sign of 
respect. This is about doing the right thing to protect the people 
around us and keep everyone safe, especially as we continue to 
slowly lift public health restrictions in our Commonwealth.”  
  

 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001imRdQ8ZqmjzObXaSpSmT-2DVM3bVUq0ssC1uBuuRzBV3qP-5FCN7SQKNv-5F8WzO5tZ9RAkq-2DGPgQy44z79Gqs15nFWo2x62fTSs5w2F4SE3B7NEc89Z50T-2D-2D3ecb7NV4kSIdindh1ID33KHOmwHdg4rcdDStnNuN-5FX52CoXgEXyhNS-2Dc2OQUJx0fsUtjlmHtGPgeyYKHDtZdNfsDb83wygn-5FVLTTBBvjUibUpcJmK9znDNi7iCVZe1Y1xsAPxgx3hCYmg8sFLMQ3puXuF7SXMNgvmsP4O1GnFY7GB171xexWTeWgbTzI2HMAgMlieV5tqj-2Dd2oki2anTjN5XXusg3FS4ew89sKGxx3K9ahmtaGDIz-2DFsVg1NItDAbnomna8XTMdSavMuzG3boU4d3o1DPrXtEhtW6gjNvXgsmJrFB8tHPsxZVbqT08hlclD3i7ZxAUc9Bveqj4D9-2DHnqFPVXLdwXDMjTxS63THzvx44oa0UNu8iekh3-5FH3Wu7mVGnyYvP5djbeNCSUYGfzdnHX-2DbiCOLjaO18-2DVWi5W8vgaLZ2r2JBzW8NCelQM8-2DUsuk-5FzCjXJTXSR4N7OSKb9hWN6Z-5Ftz3OIkpyp4a1-5FUJ5BEJiBRtX9EFO-5FV41GrpWKP6lBTrh040JQO5iqlPVS4-2DJdUOO6hoJcSjQkFGLsfoWXDxU2bIMLq6HpNaJJ0Lho7KJ5WmFuGyvQjexnYEg-5FOvkml3eHeL091jFzrOa7DbQpwulrGq3gF1IeCf22mJ-5FnumQVRTMHtlWp14ec33hP-2DXgTaGxkJTDDDuUQ8bFRpKcHfyp9asBXJamb1s26JLX5CPouFDwSzmiFiLde7Lk31lrZfhccpK7PhYgwWUFrNWV6wLLDrjaBHhZqT-2D3PPpTgg5qqtUFDbta91dPDoaG4vlgb8Yh6y0PbprJt9YczO-5Fa-2D855J-5F-2DpXzlp2WqG4dfqbb8vZve-5FCfZDjCVpw0x3MRgfM12IgsjWcd5Yi7pZwaC7r6T4stWxYQw-5FUqbV2CW6be0TtwfCj2b28HN-5FFPyfBpcUmPQyCViOWw-3D-3D-26c-3DwqYtVWuMfXu1sScMGODqp-2D9mbol7H6CpUt-5Fnap-5Fv0KOSicEH9FEDDA-3D-3D-26ch-3DiDaMg-2DkLf7qA69d2amflo1-2DYG67KFJYnCATJk21Ej-5FE7TYU9jMpEGw-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=S4vs0LCp2JGKvqxyKfsbIA&r=fIsmPW5fF9TWnvy18GZCPI1vof9Xco1xiSHMKnqDKZw&m=B6ZHJlLQsrSp5vRXZX3XfU4zZTRP3tZhYDfxduugk6Y&s=8BDmuJiyXy0UpocG5z4eqb2cwQmdCMUK3MvGRlrJ6_E&e=


A face covering includes anything that covers your nose and mouth, 
such as a mask, scarf, or bandana. Medical-grade masks and personal 
protective equipment should be reserved for health care 
professionals. Under the Governor’s executive order, any person age 
ten and older must wear a mask or face covering at all times while 
entering, exiting, traveling through, and spending time in the 
following public settings: 

  

 Personal care and grooming businesses  
 Essential and non-essential brick and mortar retail including 

grocery stores and pharmacies  
 Food and beverage establishments  
 Entertainment or public amusement establishments when 

permitted to open 

 Train stations, bus stations, and on intrastate public 
transportation, including in waiting or congregating areas 

 State and local government buildings and areas where the public 
accesses services 

 Any indoor space shared by groups of people who may 
congregate within six feet of one another or who are in close 
proximity to each other for more than ten minutes 

  

Exemptions to these guidelines include while eating and drinking at a 
food and beverage establishment; individuals who are exercising; 
children under the age of two; a person seeking to communicate with 
a hearing-impaired person, for which the mouth needs to be visible; 
and anyone with a health condition that keeps them from wearing a 
face covering. Children over the age of two are strongly encouraged 
to wear a face covering to the extent possible. 
  

The Governor is also directing the Commissioner of the Department of 
Labor and Industry to develop emergency temporary standards for 
occupational safety that will protect employees from the spread of 
COVID-19 in their workplaces. These occupational safety standards 
will require the approval by vote of the Virginia Safety and Health 
Codes Board and must address personal protective equipment, 
sanitation, record-keeping of incidents, and hazard communication. 



Upon approval, the Department of Labor and Industry will be able to 
enforce the standards through civil penalties and business closures. 
  

The full text of Executive Order Sixty-Three and Order of Public 
Health Emergency Five is available here.  

  

The text of amended Executive Order Fifty-One is available here.  

  

Full Release 
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Coronavirus - We're in it together, we'll get through it 
together - Tony 

 

Be safe! 
 

 
 
 
 

Tony Buffington 

Blue Ridge District Supervisor 

tony.buffington@loudoun.gov 

    

Rachael Holmes 

Chief of Staff 

rachael.e.holmes@loudoun.gov 

   

Robin Bartok 

Legislative Aide 

robin.w.bartok@loudoun.gov  

 

Katie Patru 

Legislative Aide 

katie.patru@loudoun.gov 

   

Click here to Like us on Facebook!  
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Disclaimer: Supervisor Buffington and his staff make every effort to share accurate, timely, relevant and helpful information; 
however, he nor his staff are liable for inaccuracies, errors, omissions, misrepresentations or otherwise unhelpful or harmful 
information. The sharing of third party non-County affiliated information is not an endorsement of such information and he 
nor his staff are liable for inaccuracies, errors, omissions, misrepresentations, or otherwise unhelpful or harmful information 
from the sharing of such third party non-County affiliated information. Use of the information shared by Supervisor Buffington 
and his staff is at sole discretion of the user(s), and user(s) accepts all liability and responsibility for his/her/their actions 
regarding use of the information shared.  
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